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In the Claims : 

Claims 1-38 (Cancelled) . 

39. {Currently Amended) A method for incrementing, 
decrementing or two's complementing a first string of N bits, the 
method comprising: 

generating an auxiliary string of N bits as a function 
of the first string, the auxiliary string having a first least 
significant bit that is independent from the first string and any 
other bit of the auxiliary string, and the generating based on 

starting from a second least significant bit 
up to a most significant bit of the auxiliary string, 
and performing a first logic combination with a 
corresponding bit of the first string or a negated 
replica thereof, 

starting from a least significant bit up to a 
second most significant bit of the first string, and 
performing the first logic combination with a 
corresponding bit e#~^he-^i^s- of the first string or 
the negated replica thereof less significant than the 
corresponding bit, h±^-f and 

selection of th e first string or the negated 
replica thereof for the first logic combinatio n is 
based on the incrementing, decrementing or two's 
complementing operation to be performed; and 
generating an output string as a second logic 
combination of the auxiliary string and of the first string 7 the 
oufc - ff u^- ^ . deer c mont ing or 
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fe-wo-'-a compl-eme-nt b ase d -e n the e omb ination uacd fo3^ - 

gegejggfe4gg^ fe ' b^ aM4Mafy ~ 5t - Fkg the second logic combination and 
the selection of the first s tring or the negated replica thereof 
with th e first logic combination determi nes whether the 
incrementing, decrementing or two's comp l emen ting operation is 
being performed on the first string . 

40. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 
39, wherein the least significant bit of the auxiliary string is 
always null and any other bit, starting from the second least 
significant bit up to the most significant bit, is a logic OR of 
a corresponding bit of the first string or of a negated replica 
thereof and of the bits less significant than the corresponding 
bit. 

41. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 
39, wherein the least significant bit of the auxiliary string is 
always 1 and any other bit, starting from the second least 
significant bit up to the most significant bit, is a logic AND of 
a corresponding bit of the first string or of a negated replica 
thereof and of the bits less significant than the corresponding 
bit . 

42. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 
39, further comprising generating an overflow flag as a logic 
combination among the most significant bits of the auxiliary 
string and of the first string. 
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43. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 

40, wherein two's complementing the first string comprises 
obtaining the other bits of the auxiliary string by ORing an 
immediately less significant bit of the auxiliary string and a 
corresponding bit of the first string; and wherein generating the 
output string comprises performing an XOR of the first string to 
be complemented and the auxiliary string. 

44. {Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 

41, wherein two's complementing the first string comprises 
obtaining the other bits of the auxiliary string by ANDing an 
immediately less significant bit of the auxiliary string and a 
corresponding bit of the first string; and wherein generating the 
output string comprises performing a negated XOR of the first 
string to be complemented and of the auxiliary string. 

45. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 

40, wherein decrementing the first string comprises obtaining the 
other bits of the auxiliary string by ORing an immediately less 
significant bit of the auxiliary string and a corresponding bit 
of the first string; and wherein generating the output string 
comprises performing a negated XOR of the first string and of the 
auxiliary string. 

46. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 

41, wherein decrementing the first string comprises obtaining the 
other bits of the auxiliary string by ANDing an immediately less 
significant bit of the auxiliary string and a corresponding bit 
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of the first string; and wherein generating the output string 
comprises performing an XOR of the first string and of the 
auxiliary string. 

47. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 

40, wherein incrementing the first string comprises obtaining the 
other bits of the auxiliary string by ORing an immediately less 
significant bit of the auxiliary string and the negated replica 
of a corresponding bit of the first string; and wherein 
generating the output string comprises performing an XOR of the 
auxiliary string and a negated replica of the first string. 

48. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 

41, wherein incrementing the first string comprises obtaining the 
other bits of the auxiliary string by ANDing an immediately less 
significant bit of the auxiliary string and a corresponding bit 
of the first string; and wherein generating the output string 
comprises performing a negated XOR of the first string and of the 
auxiliary string. 

49. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 

42, wherein the overflow flag is generated by ANDing the most 
significant bit of the first string and a negated replica of the 
most significant bit of the auxiliary string when two's 
complementing or decrementing the first string* 

50. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 
42, wherein the overflow flag is generated by ANDing the negated 
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replicas of the most significant bits of the first string and of 
the auxiliary string when incrementing the first string. 

51* (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 
49, wherein two's complementing the first string with correction 
of the output string in case of overflow comprises obtaining the 
other bits of the auxiliary string by ORing an immediately less 
significant bit of the auxiliary string and a corresponding bit 
of the string; 

the most significant bit of the output string being 
obtained by NORing the most significant bit of the first string 
and the negated replica of the most significant bit of the 
auxiliary string, any other bit of the output string being 
obtained by ORing the overflow flag and the logic XOR between 
corresponding bits of the first string and of the auxiliary 
string* 

52. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 
49, wherein for two's complementing the first string with 
correction of the output string in case of overflow comprises 
obtaining the other bits of the auxiliary string by ORing an 
immediately less significant bit of the auxiliary string and a 
corresponding bit of the string; 

the most significant bit of the output string being 
obtained by NORing the most significant bit of the first string 
and the negated replica of the most significant bit of the 
auxiliary string, any other bit of the output string being 
obtained by XORing the overflow flag and the logic XOR between 
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corresponding bits of the first string and of the auxiliary 
string. 

53. {Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 

49, wherein decrementing the first string with correction of the 
output string in case of overflow comprises obtaining the other 
bits of the auxiliary string by ORing the immediately less 
significant bit of the auxiliary string and a corresponding bit 
of the string; 

the most significant bit of the output string being 
obtained by ORing the most significant bit of the first string 
and the negated replica of the most significant bit of the 
auxiliary string, and any other bit of the output string being 
obtained by XORing the negated replica of the overflow flag and 
the logic XOR between corresponding bits of the first string and 
of the auxiliary string. 

54. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 

50, wherein incrementing the first string with correction of the 
output string in case of overflow comprises obtaining the other 
bits of the auxiliary string by ORing an immediately less 
significant bit of the auxiliary string and the negated replica 
of a corresponding bit of the string; 

the most significant bit of the output string being 
obtained by NORing the most significant bit of the first string 
and the negated replica of the most significant bit of the 
auxiliary string, and any other bit of the output string being 
obtained by ORing the overflow flag and the logic XOR between 
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corresponding bits of the first string and of the auxiliary 
string, 

55. (Currently Amended) A circuit for incrementing, 
decrementing or two's complementing a first string of N bits, the 
circuit comprising : 

an auxiliary circuit for generating an auxiliary string 
of N bits as a function of the first string, the auxiliary string 
having a first least significant bit that is independent from the 
first string and any other bit of the auxiliary string, and the 
generating based on 

starting from a second least significant bit 
up to a most significant bit of the auxiliary string, 
and said auxiliary circui t performing a first logic 
combination with a corresponding bit of the first 
string or a negated replica thereof, 

starting from a least significant bit up to a 
second most significant bit of the first string, and 
performing the first logic co mbination with a 
corresponding bit of the bits of the first string or 
the negated replica thereof less significant than the 
corresponding bit b-it-;- and 

selectio n of the first string or the negated 
replica thereof for the f irst logic combination is 
based on the incrementing, d ecrementing or two's 
complementing operation to be p erformed; and 
logic circuit means for generating an output string as 
a second logic combination of the auxiliary string and of the 
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first string 7 — the output string corresponding fee ~~% fee — 

incrementing, — decrementing or two 'a complement -^ae-ed — e B r- ^ fefee - leg - ie 

combination us e d for gen e rating the auxiliary string , the second 
logic combination and the selection of the first string or the 
negated replica thereof wit h the first logic combination 
determines whether the incre menting, decrementin g or two's 
complementing operation is being performed o n the first string, 

56. {Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 55, wherein said auxiliary circuit generates the auxiliary 
string with the first least significant bit always null, with the 
second least significant bit being a replica of the least 
significant bit of the first string or as the negated replica 
thereof, said auxiliary circuit comprising: 

N-2 OR gates for generating a respective bit of the 
auxiliary string, starting from a third least significant bit up 
to the most significant bit by ORing a corresponding bit of the 
first string or the negated replica thereof, starting from the 
least significant bit up to the second most significant bit of 
the first string, and the bits of the first string or of the 
negated replica thereof less significant than the corresponding 
bit, 

57. (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 55, wherein said auxiliary circuit generates the auxiliary 
string with the first least significant bit always null, with the 
second least significant bit being a replica of the least 
significant bit of the first string or as the negated replica 
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thereof, said auxiliary circuit comprising: 

N-2 OR gates for generating a respective bit of the 
auxiliary string, starting from a third least significant bit up 
to the most significant bit, the N-2 OR gates being disposed in a 
cascade of pairs of logic gates, the OR gates of a first pair of 
logic gates generating the third least significant bit and a 
fourth least significant bit of the auxiliary string by ORing the 
second and third least significant bits, respectively, of the 
first string or of the negated replica thereof, each pair of OR 
gates being input with a respective pair of consecutive bits of 
the first string or of the negated replica thereof and the most 
significant bit of the auxiliary string generated by the pair of 
gates that precede in the cascade, and generating two consecutive 
bits of the auxiliary string by ORing the most significant bit 
generated by the pair of gates that precede in the cascade and 
respectively a first bit or the respective pair of consecutive 
bits and both the first bit and a second bit of the respective 
pair of consecutive bits of the respective pair of bits, 

58- (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 55, wherein said auxiliary circuit generates the auxiliary 
string with the first least significant bit always null, with the 
second least significant bit being a replica of the least 
significant bit of the first string or as the negated replica 
thereof, said auxiliary circuit comprising: 

a cascade of N-2 OR gates being input with a respective 
bit of the first string or of the negated replica thereof in 
order starting from the second least significant bit up to the 
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second most significant bit of the first string, each OR gate 
generating a respective bit of the auxiliary string, starting 
from the third least significant bit up to the most significant 
bit of the auxiliary string, as a logic OR of the respective bit 
of the first string or of the negated replica thereof and of the 
bit of the auxiliary string generated by the OR gate that 
precedes in the cascade. 

59. (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 55, wherein said auxiliary circuit generates the auxiliary 
string with the first least significant bit always equal to 1, 
with the second least significant bit being a replica of the 
least significant bit of the first string or as the negated 
replica thereof, said auxiliary circuit comprising: 

a cascade of If- 2 AND gates being input with a 
respective bit of the first string of N bits or of the negated 
replica thereof in order starting from the second least 
significant bit up to the second most significant bit of the 
first string, each gate generating a respective bit of the 
auxiliary string, starting from the third least significant bit 
up to the most significant bit, by ANDing the respective bit of 
the first string or of the negated replica thereof and the bit of 
the auxiliary string generated by the AND gate that precedes in 
the cascade. 

60, (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 55, further comprising an overflow check circuit for 
generating an overflow flag as a logic combination among the most 
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significant bits of the auxiliary string and of the first string, 

61, (Previously Presented.) A circuit according to 
Claim 58, wherein for two's complementing the first string, each 
of the bits of the auxiliary string starting from the third least 
significant bit are obtained by ORing an immediately less 
significant bit of the auxiliary string and a corresponding bit 
of the first string; and wherein said logic circuit means 
comprise : 

an array of XOR gates generating bits of the output 
string by XORing respective bits of the first string to be 
complemented and of the auxiliary string. 

62, {Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 58, wherein for decrementing the first string, each of the 
bits of the auxiliary string starting from the third least 
significant bit are obtained by ORing an immediately less 
significant bit of the auxiliary string and a corresponding bit 
of the first string, and wherein said logic circuit means 
comprise : 

an array of XOR gates, generating bits of a two's 
complement string by XORing respective bits of the first string 
to be complemented and of the auxiliary string; and 

an array of INVERTER gates each being input with a bit 
of the two's complement string and generating a corresponding bit 
of the output string* 

63, (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
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Claim 58, wherein for incrementing the first string, each of the 
bits of the auxiliary string starting from the third least 
significant bit are obtained by ORing an immediately less 
significant bit of the auxiliary string of N bits and the negated 
replica of a corresponding bit of the first string, and wherein 
said logic circuit means comprise: 

an array of XOR gates for generating bits of the output 
string by XORing respective bits of the first string to be 
complemented and the auxiliary string. 

64, (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 60 , wherein for two's complementing or decrementing the 
first string, said overflow check circuit comprises a logic AND 
gate for generating the overflow flag, and receives as input the 
most significant bit of the first string and a negated replica of 
the most significant bit of the auxiliary string. 

65, (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 60, wherein for incrementing the first string, said 
overflow check circuit comprises a logic AND gate for generating 
the overflow flag, and receives as input the negated replicas of 
the most significant bits of the first string and of the 
auxiliary string. 

66, (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 58, wherein for incrementing or decrementing an input 
string, the circuit further comprising: 

an array of N XOR gates each being input with a 
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respective bit of the input string and with a command signal for 
generating a corresponding bit of the first string , the command 
signal corresponding to an operation to be performed; 

each of the bits of the auxiliary string starting from 
the third least significant bit being generated by ORing an 
immediately less significant bit of the auxiliary string and a 
corresponding bit of the first string; and 

said logic circuit means comprising an array of logic 
gates for generating bits of the output string by XORing a 
negated replica of the selection command and the logic XOR 
combination of respective bits of the input string and of the 
auxiliary string. 

67, (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 58, further comprising: 

a logic selection circuit receiving as input command 
signals for identifying an operation to be performed , and for 
generating first and second selection signals whose logic state 
depends on the operation to be performed; 

an array of N input XOR gates each being input with a 
respective bit of the input string and with the second selection 
signal for generating the first string; 

each of the bits of the auxiliary string starting from 
the third least significant bit being obtained by ORing the 
immediately less significant bit of the auxiliary string and a 
corresponding bit of the first string; and 

said logic circuit means comprising an array of logic 
gates for generating bits of the output string by XORing the 
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first selection signal and the logic XOR combination of 
respective bits of the input string and of the auxiliary string. 

68. (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 64, wherein for two's complementing with correction of the 
output string in case of overflow, each of the bits of the 
auxiliary string starting from the third least significant bit 
being obtained by ORing an immediately less significant bit of 
the auxiliary string and a corresponding bit of the first string; 
and wherein said logic circuit means comprise: 

an OR gate being input with the most significant bit of 
the first string and the negated replica of the most significant 
bit of the auxiliary string for generating the most significant 
bit of a two's complement string to be corrected; 

an array of XOR gates for generating other bits of the 
two's complement string to be corrected by XORing corresponding 
bits of the first string and of the auxiliary string; and 

a correction circuit comprising 

an INVERTER gate for generating the most 

significant bit of the output string as a negated 

replica of the most significant bit of the two's 

complement string to be corrected, and 

an array of N™1 OR gates for generating respective 

other bits of the output string, each gate receiving as 

inputs the overflow flag and an output of a respective 

gate XOR of said array of XOR gates, 

69, (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
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Claim 64, wherein for two's complementing or decrementing with 
correction of the output string in case of overflow, the circuit 
further comprising: 

an input terminal receiving a selection signal of the 
operation to be performed; 

each of the bits of the auxiliary string starting from 
the third least significant bit being obtained by ORing an 
immediately less significant bit of the auxiliary string and a 
corresponding bit of the first string; and wherein said logic 
circuit means comprise: 

an OR gate being input with the most significant bit of 
the first string and the negated replica of the most significant 
bit of the auxiliary string for generating the most significant 
bit of a two's complement string to be corrected; 

an array of XOR gates for generating the other bits of 
the two's complement string to be corrected by XORing 
corresponding bits of the first string and of the auxiliary 
string; and 

an output logic circuit being input with the two's 
complement string, the overflow flag and the selection signal for 
generating an output bit string equal to the two's complement 
string, or else the output string is obtained by negating all the 
bits thereof depending on the logic state of the selection signal 
and of the overflow flag. 

70. (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 69, wherein for two's complementing or decrementing with 
correction of the output string in case of overflow, said output 
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logic circuit comprising: 

a logic correction circuit for generating a negated 
replica of the selection signal and a correction signal by XORing 
the selection signal and the overflow flag; and 

an array of N logic XOR gates, one of said XOR gates m 
being input with the most significant bit of the two's complement 
bit string and with the negated replica for generating the most 
significant bit of the output string, and each other XOR gate 
being input with a respective other bit of the two's complement 
string and the correction signal for generating corresponding 
other bits of the output string. 

71. (Previously Presented) A multifunction circuit for 
decrementing, incrementing or two's complementing an input string 
of N bits, the multifunction circuit comprising; 

a logic selection circuit receiving as input command 
signals for identifying an operation to be performed and for 
generating first and second selection signals whose logic state 
depends on the operation to be performed; 

an array of N XOR input gates each being input with a 
respective bit of the input string and with the first logic 
signal, for generating a first string of N bits; 

an auxiliary circuit for generating an auxiliary string 
of N bits as a function of the first string, the auxiliary string 
having a first least significant bit that is independent from the 
first string and any other bit of the auxiliary string, and 
starting from a second least significant bit up to a most 
significant bit of the auxiliary string, said auxiliary circuit 
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performing a logic combination with a corresponding bit of the 
first string or a negated replica thereof, starting from a least 
significant bit up to a second most significant bit of the first 
string, and of the bits of the first string or the negated 
replica thereof less significant than the corresponding bit; and 
logic circuit means for generating an output string as 
a logic combination of the auxiliary string and of the first 
string, said logic circuit means comprising 

an OR gate being input with the most significant 
bit of the first string and the negated replica of the 
most significant bit of the auxiliary string for 
generating the most significant bit of a two's 
complement string to be corrected, 

an array of XOR gates for generating the other 
bits of the two's complement string to be corrected by 
XORing corresponding bits of the first string and of 
the auxiliary string, and 

an output logic circuit being input with the two's 
complement string, an overflow flag and a first 
selection signal corresponding to an operation to be 
performed for generating the output bit string equal to 
the two's complement string. 

72. (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 71, further comprising an overflow check circuit for 
generating the overflow flag as a logic combination among the 
most significant bits of the auxiliary string and of the first 
string . 
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73. (Previously Presented) A circuit according to 
Claim 72, wherein said overflow check circuit comprises a logic 
AND gate for generating the overflow flag, and receives as input 
the most significant bit of the first string and a negated 
replica of the most significant bit of the auxiliary string. 

74. (Previously Presented) A multifunction circuit 
according to Claim 71, wherein said logic selection circuit 
receives as input first and second command signals for generating 
the first selection signal by NORing the first and second command 
signals, and a second selection signal by ANDing the first 
command signal and a negated replica of the second command 
signal . 
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